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jlied to himself as he stared around the) 
walls of his apartment. As he spoke his eyes settled on the map on the! 



oil t J A 

There was a family in one of the pictures on the wal l over h isBffi- 
bed that he saw as he turned away from the map to loosen hjs coUj- 




ar wall above the fireplace, stuck with bright pins. On the walls 



[and strip oil' his dress shirt. He folded his shin _ a n £ tolack ^ n ^^^ 
shave after every trip, Dan washed his face, brushed his teeth, took lris t 




surrounding him, ^U^rds^and [ n a t i 0 J^ ^^^^ gj^i^5 j^^^f^^W! 
bustln s; citios. foreign and crowded. As n ^25^^ h J4^^ 
stepped to get a closer look at ihe^worl d oi^iJ^va^H b I ed in a 
haskei olilh" mantle, searching throu gh oid keys, suit bu ttons, blind lyjg*^ 

prick. After a few seconds^ of ru stl ing ^he^ foujid th c f^j 
exact pomt tie w as^ook m^ I otTg n ppi rig the plastic handle, .hern i sed- * ^ 
iow anu cro ssed a continent t^hfusjjhe pin into the map artd^* 1 
cork beneath it /I ha t was his favorite pari. The re he* 
was. hundreds of plastic pins. Hundreds of me complete wrth theii 
own utile shadows. Pretty go od ! he thought as he loosened his bdif ^ Vl ^- 



tvitamtns, and 



buckle in his hands 

m 







"How's the family, Dan?" 

Dan shifted a little with the weight of traffic as ihe black car] 
pulled him around the turn onto M street. 

"Oh great, I'm sure. Got down to the beach "yest erday said ft I 
was sunny and warm/' 

wm 

"Sure could use that here 



Dan smikd ai his assistant Jean wore a tight, yet modest whi 



He had dreamed about his wire last night, [ hey waited in the 
beach sand, naked and entangled together, eyes on each other with the 
rush of the wind and waves encircling them She and him must have 
been both younger, it felt that way. She smiled and looked out onto the 
waves, then got up and beckoned him to come look beyond the waves 
but all he could see was fog, but she asked him a^ain and again and he 
couldn't. She took his hand and he followed into the w aves. They 
waded in the surf and the further they stepped the more she 
disappeared, like sand in the surf They kissed andhu?d)ed together, 
and lay together in the surf He felt himself di sin te^Zg too, flowing 
mto the sand and surf and her r 'J wish you'd had u 
but it's OK/- He was gone she " h *ed 



arjdjgrey suit that matched his own quite well. Jean was adjusting herj 
lipstick in the nwL.il he dark of the window pane. Dan heard the 1 
artinoaJ^Ue^n^ier^ 

i n his own wwdow. Jean w ore a bhj^ridsilv er shawl that he aciu aJfvw 
uuile liked, and that was a new one 



_ 



r 




|Dan shuffled the papers on his tan, lie be garnor^a<niwugh| 
The days bulletins, mostly car bojnbsandjou^^ 
Someone important had drowned. Also, the UN was meeting to da; 

gok^rimmet^trvit^^ 
^^nnTeUfle^mriself out of the carl 



jjan coughed and str etched his back briefly, picked up his| 
[briefcase and mnrrh^HmftH-ward, Je an a nd another assistant in hii 
\^u\eJJp and through the concrete blo c k! past securityjvvith_gJ22^iS3 
^^Sa?efevator box that would bring hjn^^^^^^^^^^H 



.bre^thuHe hated elevators, hatcd^them ill nr^ir ^ the emptiness t hat] 
ihc metal thr ead yanks vou tlirough. The moment of vvci£ii]^g 
Jj^£njj_puIJs you o ut of the ground. Can't beTJeve^vctrust rhesc| 
things, he thought. 





r HL^^ 

tl>usty cringed in Lhc s unlight as he kicked the dust and spat 
*SX!''^r>° >wf U> shin „d blew «, to _ imo 

SSSi^? ta ' ,n * r - e - k - - 

^*«»\ i w!^^^ ^ ilie blazing sunlight ,: 

\ 



v 






Le kissed hfs horse. simKi^!*F^ 

f— = 




>A shadow stretched out on the horizon. J he : heat and dust 
swirle d the black dot in the distance, but Dusty could make out :i 
SSseSid^^ A^IotchJike a prophet against Theteau!aK and thi 




cJoudggapjed ^ky. Injun ma n. Dusty spat on Ihe^n^d^gusi of 
JJJJJjtJconic from somewhere on the plain, and he raised up his arm 



[gnd^ursed and spat again. 



mi 





jjanarrived tn an empty lobby, thr ough the automatic doors in| 
_g_tireddazg/Thg fireplace to the right of the room projected the 
Mickorinij shadow of his suit and brie I c use onto the marble floor, Hd 
couched, stretched, and marched up to the ornate desk to conduct 

business 



Tic dropped his briefcase on the i>ed and stared out the win dow 
hyj^^^^^^^H^ Hie^m'a^ir^^ his shirt U^as_so_dark^H< 
leouJdriltjiiaj^j^t squ are towersanq' official bui Idings in the distance. 



Jim a blur of coior. It was still h^ uutul. [ivervwh ^ h, ,.mr,.i 
Rotating hack to the room, he teetered and losTTuT^ImTfnr 





^^^J^a^^^oolT^i^ske^roo m fcey r n hand 

^)£cou_rse, sir, The waters I ide, however, has been close 
indefinitely, t apologize for the inconvenience. h l 

■■M^LJiiili^^ turned to Jean heside him, who) 

retinjTCjj^njgxhausted, almost sad, grin 

b||iann^ however, we are handling the situation w ith care Plet^l 
Let me show you to your rooms, Y ou must be very tired, "j 

''^aTs^n^r^ here bef ore, had| 

■ the same room too. 



it ! 



UK: lo^e ^Miisshir^n the be and fol HHacetTsnnuHHe] 
l.ct wer^ieheToMn^t^an^elease from an old radiator m trie corner 
[Goo? haven't been this exhauste d for m onths, so tired. Exhausted. 
JTis eyes clo sed upon ima^es_of Molly again at the be^ch^gnQj 
Cnp pcdTn his hand ^S^^^^^^^wave^umbling in the static olj 

ThesuTfstatic static ' 




BB ^ — Oan and Jeansaid good gi^ht in the etevator. Thft m^f ^ooi 
closed h er out, a nd Dan felt theTug of the floor, the g round pulJinsA 
h ' m "P Dan stumbled out of the metaj_b ox i nto tTieT^ iwav. He shookl 
himself to Hail off the daze of exhaustion and yawned for his bed at 



C old. I lis room, his wa lls, his m ap above the fireplace. 
Frant ically sea rching tor a pinprick-he felt W. But my hands huge 
and s o clumsy and the darkne ss seeping into the frame. Damp edges 
curli ng and darkening and the colors b leeding. He reached up for his 
map and his spot to prick, and h is vision nodded, his balance teetering 
Teat currant. One more, he thought, one more^^^ l ^^^ m 



in some 



home. 







[Dusty cringed up into the black silho uette of the Indian, 
1 blinded by the burning halo streaming over l he man'sshoulder 
spat on the earth Piles of fur and feathered ro b es cast a hea vy shadow 
thai caught Dusty with a spot light on the plain. "Dusty absorbed int< 
: shadow _of the man No, not the man's. Not the .Injun's. If is clothes 
s horse, his heaps of voodoo Htii not the man's. No man can hold 



the 



h 




[A hand exte nded cJii^ J"^" , 

■■MVA^ 0 ^ b ai: above D usty in the 
glare, I he arm h&nt^mH^^^^^^^^^^K 

11 1 a lj ^n the sunlight under the weight, or maybe 



lljSagjJig^usi made it fookheS^g 



sty scrutinized the dirty stems 

T 




the open palm with a few crumpled dirty bills. The hand retracte^ 
back into the figure. The man counted, looked down at Dusty, and 
spoke something to his horse. They turned back into the sun and 
trudged into the distance, rocking to the sidc^ffg^^tep under the 

wei ght of the furs and blankets and bundles 






Dusty lifted the bag up at eye-level Roots and dirt. He 
dropped his gaze, poured the earth into his hand, and dropped it into 

bis mouth. Tastes like shit. I 



He could hear the river from here, the water crisp and clear 



and playful. 





A tree casts a -wwv hi|.».er than a man^otaH^o big, so 



neavy it looks like somedavitwillc^ 
| weight will just push push into the earth until it comes out the other] 



STkeTT>s7nin in a cushion 



^^JnTTswayto the hospital because he eouidrVL 




d him forward and he leaned with its weight. 



MotW I lave to can MofJv, But was she aone? *1ul in th 



waTes'sojne^^r^Maybe gul led out i rito th^^To^^^v^^^^^^^^ggjt 

see Drilled into the watcjiandJhesaTjo nerJ 

ic thou^h^ " houl d be there now 




Heavy heavy breathing, it 
weight of the air is so much more 



underwater? Tha t wouldn't explain it would it. Why everything is soj 
Imuch heavier. Underwater it would be lighter^ I would be lighter. I 




don't want to be light without her. 



ghjs^snjt^ate^s^ This is new. It pulls thejr^s^m 

out of my lungs. It c rumbles me from the inside out I fe el like chalk. 

Sheknows, and that's wiiaf; 

important. That's what's important. 



1 • 




Dan checked himself into the emergency room He asked for a , 
^r^^^^^^^^u^^^^^^^^^^wl^e^^^u^e^^^^^am he 

thought about the beach. The sand and the water that his mom hu d S"] 
whispered about whenever he couldn't sfeop.. I le was ihere with Moll; 
no * . Alone and lo^elher. i he breeze was warm andthemoo^ 

>eautiml in the sand. 



I 



[_ am Atlas against the current 




I can tell their faces d is integral 



DustY StefHrUhc rushing wat er He clawed into the clay an< 
peTrle?digging and yanking at the riverbed He rolled and fought thj 

It was prying him, puMingT 
pulling from me. Down the river away from here to the sound of 
sialic, i 



^adow wet stretched so long 
aneft^calun^uU>tacra^^ 

intft the current He wishct lane 



ulled 




W 




TEestatic rush. Water The weightlessness. 1 am flowing away 





- 





• , * 



Th ey are col d 

!v bit down the river. The rush sound of static. Alw ays rushing alway 



| pulling down and away the past, it's always been like this 
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